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Abstract: ans the ability t read and write. However, there are various typ
Tradi iteracy means
Traditionally. literacy

. computer literacy. media literacy, v\{eb Iiteracy, technicg “le,l‘y.

o ireracy. print literacy. ¢90 _ vt ol g ‘

Such as audllo v1sual_ Ill'-:ic:“g, otc. The traditional t‘jonccpl oda acli):, byl e “ler:::ed by making
library and mfur?j\;mon‘ |r ;d Y S o o it " heir day- to-day .

¢ unde how 1o read &

people understan

how
i i ts‘ Cver |
i i aforementioned ¢ is
fi hese classical concept. [t1sa combination of all the onceps by
entirely different from these cld : :
beyond them. According to the American L

brary Association, information literacy is the ability 1o n,eco“_'"
flectively the n i :
d them. According 0 1 /U il o locate, evaluate, and use S1SETREY U fieded nfomyg
wher mf?rmallgn lbl'rt\ee:':acey i‘s the set of skills needed to find, retrieve, locate, analyze, se info
Information 1

il I I w vidu wi f abiliti d. criti atioﬂ. To
it di ly, Information iteracy skills empo ers indivi als with set of abilities and, critj 1 thing:
put it differently, l\A N Vi o cal (h
skills, which will assist them In becoming inde

pendent lifelong learners. Given !ll:: |nfor:1ll]a§lon explosion, ithas
- ; us that students cannot learn everything they need to know in their study ﬁeldsduﬁng
become increasingly obvious (" = This is why information literacy has to fill in this gap through €quipping
the years at college and the lnqucr;l‘lY; king for effective problem solving and becoming lifelong learners,
students with the necessary c_rmca- nm‘ g1 mation, Information Explosion. Higher Education.

Key words: Information Literacy. Information, in
mTRolg:thrT:g:xTation institutions are pioneers in society 10 provide hlghler er:ecat;Z? ;g ;hTe;;Z?r)l; 5 sociy,
Thev must meet society”’s requirements by producing highly skilled people. h );' ; X :)J societa]
change and set an example for society to follow. The educated graduate of the st century shou be one,
who must empowered with various skills and abilities sugh as lifelong learning skills, enqu:r?'.and research
skills to carryout systematic investigation for finding solutions to complex _problen;s, e_mployablllty and caree
development skills to succeed in the rapidly changing working place, capacity survive in the present global!s_ed
society, communication and information literacy skills, ethical, social and professional undersfandmg, capability
1o think independently , exercise personal judgment and taking initiatives and good collaboration, teamwor}und
leadership skills. Information Literacy (IL) plays a very significant role to produce such skilled graduates in the
present rapidly changing technological era.

THE IMPORTANCE OF INFORMATION LITERACY IN HIGHER EDUCATION.

Information Literacy is of immense importance to institutions of higher education. One reason is that sqmt
undergraduate students acceding university have limited background of fundamental research and infor{nﬂlwﬂ
competency skills. They may not have acquired the necessary skills to effectively search for information, or
evaluate. synthesize and blend ideas; or may not have learned how to use information in original work or givé
proper citation and reference for information used. While some students may have acquired basic computer
skills 10 send electronic mail, navigate the web, and share files, they may not have been taught how to eﬂecllvgly
ls_e.:;ch mek.ll'l"emel = effelcli\;ely use library E-resources for academic research. This is where Informaiot

racy skills are essential and make the difference to the success of students.
SIGNIFICANCE OF INFORMATION LITERACY IN HIGHER EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT

The concept of information literacy h i i i muniti
. Y has gained considerable attention in the higher education commun F"
There is a common belief that hj erable attention in the higher educati
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1. Information literacy is e

; ssential to suc if
LLL. In simple terms it uccessful lifelon

, means™ “learning that i
L simp _ con
15 @ concept involving a set of self-initiated "

. led
g learning, Lifelong Learning is shortly ¢

] L
continues throughout a lifetime.” Hojat = n;sekiﬂs
activities (behavioural aspect) and informatio™™>

; Yment in all roles, circumstances and envi'" " Gy the
' A iy and oy ! i s o up Wi

fast emerging world, Crucial element to foster lifelong learning and he<P !
Information literac ]
s rapid growth has Created chg))
———In the guantity of informa

Physical Education Director,

2
2, Y is a core co " ) ”
ml;zlf:ncy " the information age. The arrival of informalio” ,,I: s
tion availatlees [[h:zugh"m the world. It has brought an enom™™"” . of
i 0 the public (j e . inlie

Divakar College orCo;: blic (includes students) and multipli¢

jthet !
1 |
merce, Karawar, Uttara Kannada Di! e {
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/ gge transfer such as internet, ¢
, CDs and
elec

W ,
ko™t information b
t © ation but they dont k
now how a

tronic dat
pou ; ) abases. Stud ) )
’ g § ecial challenges for stud ents can easily acquire 1arge

. uthentic, vali : 2
o \ s for students in evalyati , valid and reliable the information is. This
{:;n nal?l1er.l l.m?‘nnlanon literacy as core comt;’e‘tge-nund;rstanding and using information in ethical and
avaluate it critically in order to face the new challengs (:tl}::\ St}lc;ents 0 nceemeeded A o

e information age.

o ormation literacy contributes to the improv
! ement of leaming and teaching Information literacy rejects

mditiona\ teacher centere i
the d learning model, rather, it is based on active learning model in which the

qudent is 2t the centre of the learni :
;\'i(h self-directed. independent an:“cnogn:t::;(')nmem' !nfonnation literacy programs Rrovide learners
on information Literacy and Lifelong Learni ive learning opportunities. The .Alexandna If‘roclama!uon
such as problem-bmed learning, service le o g “]-m pisment e pedagog[cal pracuce?
and well _supp_oned by the practice of inforranr:t‘irc\)%\ éllit::r;:);\ftructlve oA HEEE PG
4, Information literacy is one of the most critical literacy for an educated person in the 21st century In the
present 215t century information era, students are needed to develop critical thinking abilities to become
skl"ed users of information sources available in different locations and formats for their own self-
d{mflefi learning. Foundation for Critical Thinking 18 defines Critical Thinking s the intellectually
d‘SClP‘}“ed process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing . applying, analyzing, experience,
reflection, and reasoning or communication, as a guide to belief and action”. People who think critically
consistently attempt to live rationally, reasonably, empathically. IL acts as a key component in making
students as critical thinkers, so that they are able to find the right information among the myriad of
sources and apply it to make wise decisions.
CONCLUSION
Concluding it can be said that higher education institutions in India have an opportunity. and a challenge.
{o prepare students to meet the demands of the information age- Institutions need t0 identify wpat gra.dugtes
should know and be able to do. Recipients of a quality education share certain attributes: critical thinking,
problem solving, a global vision and a multicultural perspective, preparedness for work and good c|t|_zensh1p.
Institutions must be accountable for how far their students go from the freshman year t0 graduation. The
educated graduates of the 21st century should be the information literate graduates, oné who should be able to
find, evaluate and apply needed information. Universities and other institutions of higher Jearning should be

responsible for producing such graduates.
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