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. Literacy in Higher Education 

(nfornrntton • 
Or. B RTole 

Abstract: abilit to read and write. H~we_ver, there are_various types ofr 
Trnditionally. literacy means the '. puter literacy. media literacy. web literacy, techni I ,_tcr~: 

· · r'nt literacy. com • • · ·1 ca ltte Such as audio visual hterncy. P 1 . d't'onal concept ot literacy was pnman y concerned b lacy, 
· 1· . • , etc n,e tra 1 1 · · · I ,· · · Y ntak' librar.• nnd information 1tcrac) · .1. • 1 their da)'· to-day act1v1t1es. n ormat,on literacy h tng 

• 1 d id how to wn e 11 , • , oweve . 
people understand how Ill rea 111. It •. a combination of all the a1orementtoned concepts b I r, is 
entirely different from these clas5icul conceLptb., r,ys Association information literacy is the ability to.~ goesrar 

rd ' t the American ' ra , fli . I h recogn· beyond them. Acco mg o h bTl to locate evaluate, and use e ecttve y t e needed inform , 
1
~ 

when information is_needed _and have t / :.
1
;; ~eeded to find, retrieve, locate, analyze, and use informa/

1100
". 

Information literacy_ ts the set O \\1 mpowers individuals with set of abilities and, critical ,t"·_To 
put it differently, lnfonnatlo~ Literac'. s .1 :e e endent lifelong learners. Given this infonnation explosion

1
~ng 

skills. which will assist them 111 becommg_m ~ot learn everything they need to know in their study fields/~ 
become increasing.l y o:vts th8'. 5~.~ie:;;~i~~; why information literacy has to fill in this gap through equi;ing 
the years at college an t e un_trtthinking for effective problem solving and becoming lifelong learners ing 
students with the necessary en 1ca . E I · H' h Ed · · 

K,y words: Information literacy, fnformafi()ll, lnforma/1011 xp os,an, tg er ucatron. 

INTRODUCTION . · h d · h Higher education institutions are pioneers in_ society to provide h1g ere ucat1on to t e people"s society. 
They must meet society"s requirements by producing highly skilled people. They act as a leader for societal 
change and set an example for society to follow. The educated graduate of the 21st century should be one, 
who -must empowered with various skills and abilities such as lifelong learning skills, enquiry and research 
skills to carryout systematic investigation for finding solutions to complex problems, employability and career 
development skills to succeed in the rapidly changing working place, capacity survive in the present globaliscd 
socie1y. communication and infonnation literacy skills. ethical, social and professional understanding, capability 
to think independently , exercise personal judgment and taking initiatives and good collaboration, teamwork and 
leadership skills. lnfonnation Literacy (IL) plays a very significant role to produce such skilled graduates in the 
present rapidly changing technological era. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF INFORMATION LITERACY IN HIGHER EDUCATION. 

lnfomiation Literacy is of immense impOJ1ance to institutions of higher education. One reason is thatSOJII( 
undergraduate students acceding university have limited background of fundamental research and informalion 
competency skills. They may not have acquired the necessary skills to effectively search for information, or 
evaluate. synthesize and blend ideas· o t h I d · · · · · k · . . . , r may no ave earne how to use 111formalion 111 original wor or give 
proper c11a11on and reterence for infor na1· . d WI ·1 · tr ·k·ll . 1 ion use • 11 e some students may have acquired basic compu e 
' ·i s ~o ~en~ electromc mail ,_navigate the web, and share file s, they may not have been taught how to effectively 
~~re t, ek_lnllemet or effecllvely use library E-resources for academic research. This is where Information 

I erac) s i s are essential and make the d'ff h SIGNIFICANCE OF INFO I erence to I e success of students. 
Theconccptofinfonna~~ION ;ITERACY IN HIGHER EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT. . 1· 

There is a common belief that h~ ~:;aecJ as_gai.~ed co_nSiderable anention in the higher education communin_es. ,· 
skills in their missions Unive gt· h ucatmn s in5t1tut,ons should include the teaching of lifelong Jeam1Jl8 
k'lt . rs1 ies ave the respons'bT f . h ecessai>' 

5 1 s, so that th~y can contend w'th th . 1 1 ity o empowering their members wit n · . 
communities throughout the worl~ h e world of information independently. Since the t 990s, higher educaltOIO) J 
fo th , 11 . ave stressed the im f. . · Figure r e ,o owmg reasons: portance o information literacy (as shown in 

I. Information literacy is essential to succe . . . . ailed 
LLL. In simple terms it means" .. 1 . ssful htelo'.1g learning. Lifelong Leaming 1s shortly c LLL 
IS _a concept involving a set of ,;~rnmg that continues throughout a lifetime." Hojat definCS ' 
tills (capabilities) that are acti::,;tllated_ activities (behavioural aspect) and inforrnation:see~1: 

l
e:'"

1 
and thc ability to recognize ti . m individuals with a sustained motivation (predisPo5'110

~5 0( 
1,e ong leami I h ieir own learn· d the bal1 

I k 
ng. I clps 10 make th d mg nee. s (cognitive aspect) .IL form s -~ all 

I 1e now ledge . 1 . . e stu ents as I· f I acQU'" 
1 . · va ues, skills and d . 1 e ong learners and empowe rs 1heJ11 10 d 10 app Y them wuh confid un erstandmg th .11 . . 1-,- .1·ines ail compettn . h I ence, creativity and . ey w1 r~qu1re 1hroughou1 their I c I ents• f~ 

f· c_,cs ave been identified as . enJ uy ment in all roles. circumslam:cs and environrn 'th tf1t 
ast emerging world ,1 crucial ele . 11p ,vi 2 lnfonnati I' . ·. nicnt to foster lifelong learning and ke~P 

on lleracy IS a core and 
ns rapid growth has . competency in th . . 11 .1cC 

---U.IIJutJJJbt:..JCQIJfl'ant1ty of creaICd challenges lh eh mformat1on age The arrival ot inforni:1110 ";, r,:i;~ 
Ph . an ormat1on ava1labl roug out the world It has broughl 'Ill enonn,>" ' ,,,, ,, 

ysical Education Direct o· e to the pubt ( ' I ill• ""' or, 1vakar Colle . IC includes students) and 1nul11pl 1<1 

ge or Conunercl', Karaw,1r, Uttara K:uinada J)1 -. I 
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~ted~C transfer such a~ intern I C 
~,,01 . . f , . b e , Ds and I 1101 ol ,n orn1<1t1on lit they d .. e ectronic d t b ~,,,o s special challenges for stud on_ know how authentic a a \~es. Stud_ents can easily acquire large ~::i ,nanner. lnfon11nti on \iteraceyn:s tn evaluating, underst~:d~~g :n~ rel_1abl_e ;he inf?nn.ation _is. Thids 
\i :, -

1 
't'c II · score compete h n using in,onnat1on in ethical an 

cvnlllBte 
I 
en I a Y tn order to face the new h 1I ncy elps students to locate needed infonnation and 

111for111at1on literacy contributes to the . c a enges of the infonnation age 
l d' · It I improvement ofl · · · the tr8 1t1ona eac 1er centered \earn · earning and teaching lnfonnation literacy rejects 

. h mg model rath . . b student 1s al t e centre of the \eami . ' er, it is ased on active learning model in which the 

II
. d' d . d ng environment I f . . . with se - 1recte . m ependent and c . · n onnat1on hteracy programs provide learners 

00 

Information Literacy and Lifelong otlru~tive learning opportunities. The Alexandria Proclama!ion 
such as problem-based \eamin . earnm~ recommends: '' Implement active pedagogical practtces 
and well supported by the prac~• servfi_c~ leami_ng a~d constructive learning that are both in support of 

. • . ice O miormallon hterac " 

4 
1nformat1on literacy 1s one of th · • , Y · sent 21st cea•" • 

1 
. ' moo ont,col h~racy foc an "'""••"' P'"°',;" th< 21 s• ceo•w, la th< 

p~II d f . '; m onnotma era, ~"deals ore ""dol •o d<'elop ori•k•I •h•ak•••••ili••" to t,w,m< 
s 

I 
e users O m,ormallon sources available in different locations and formats for their own self-

d'.re:te~ learning. Foundation for Critical Thinking 18 defines Critical Thinking as the " intellectually 
d1sc1phned process of activ I d k'II" . . . • · . . e Y an s 1 ,ully conceptuahzing , applying, analyzing, expenence, 
refle~tion, and reasoning or communication, as a guide to belief and action". People who think critically 
cons1stently a~~mpt t~ live rationally, reasonably, empathical\y. IL acts as a key component in m_aking 

st
udents as cntical thmkers, so that they are able to find the right infonnation among the mynad of 

sources and apply it to make wise decisions. 
CONCLUSION Concluding it can be said that higher education institutions in India have an opportunity. and a challenge. 
to prepare students lo meet the demands of the infonnation age. Institutions need to identify what graduates 
should know and be able to do. Recipients of a quality education share certain attributes: critical thinking, 
problem solving, a global vision and a multicultural perspective, preparedness for work and good citizenship. 
Institutions must be accountable for how far their students go from the freshman year to graduation. The 
educated graduates of the 21st century should be the infonnation literate graduates, one who should be able to 
find. evaluate and apply needed information. Universities and other institutions of higher learning should be 

responsible for producing such graduates. 
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